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CHAPTER 11

WHALING
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Sperm whaling. From an original drawing by Bemjamin Russell. Phoro

Before the American Revolutionary War,
New England whaling ships were sailing off
the Cape Verde Islands and picking up crew-
men from the Islands and from the West Coast
of Africa.

A large population of the best
harpooners, steersmen, and all
ronTid 1.l.'h||1|::rnnn had for iLII'I.b:
been Portuguese-speaking Afr-
enng .- In almoat all the crewa,
the African ﬁﬁur&d VETY ii“‘mi'
nently and those from Portu
gueae Wesat Africa proved parti-
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c'ul.;lr|_'.' 4:-|:|Lm'.:|.:1.r|ing as whale-

men. These crewmen, Known

i.'_'nllr'c:t.ﬂ.r{']:,r An DIrRVas, ur-ua-lll:..'

far surpassed all others of

whatever racial or national

w1 e

The frugal Yankee owners actually pre-

ferred to recruit men in Cape Verde for the
Cape Verdeans “worked hard to save what
they could while on board the vessel and they
could be hired for much less money than
American geamen. Furthermore, they made a
disciplined criw,™38

Crow of the hark Wanderer, Phote (L0 H 8.
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Crew members ahoard the Wanderer hawling i the lines and making ready lor sanlong. Plesee = Sedvonify

For a poor boy in drought stricken Cape
Verde, obtaining a berth on an American ship
was a dream come true. Already during the
first decades of the nineteenth century, three-
eighths of the crews of the Nantucket whal-
ing shipa were colored.® The shantytown

where they hived on the outskirts of Man-
tucket came to be known as “Guinea-Town”
or “New Guinen,”” From about 1825 to 1875,
an average of 100 whaleahipa per vear called
at the Cape Verde lzlands for aupplies, men,
and recreation.®®

By the end of the whaling era most of the crews out ol Mew Bediord were Cape Yerdeans, | he erew of The dere hopnd loading

Their gear nhbosarnd 19X, Phower (L 2 W8



The Cape Verdean poet, Jorge Barboaa,
wrote of the legacy of the whaleman's contact
with Cape Verde,

Ship Ahoy. ... Ship Ahoy
Americans are AFTIVINE
Midat the hubbub of the quay
There are tears of joy
Fugitive crystals

?hnnn ap thva wumsn B Byes,
e"l.l have passed .-1.

1]'.Il:IEIl:I Zl'lﬂﬂ'l'ﬂ't‘ll Miricansg,

Dhutchmen-
All have passed by
and casually left
their race
in the bellies of the harlots

of the port™

The whalers in turn often contracted vemne-
real disease on the islands; hereditary syph-
ilis was reported endemic in Brava, Fogo, 5.
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Vicente and SHiotiago. WAlready in |8835 John
Rich aboprd the Noney of Boston wrote, “we
diverted ourselves with the inhabitants” of
the islands. The chronicler of the vovage of
the ship Hanmnibal apoke of "negro women,
who talked to us many smutty English words,
making lascivious, undecent gestures with
their hodies, which were all naked.”** The
15449 logbook of the Matiapoisell records the
crew went ashore “drinking spirits and play.
ing with the wenches,"? The author of the
journal kept aboard the Chili "found the rest
of them in a little shanty discussing the merits
of the aguadients,” " The Captain of the Rich-
mond “finding them intoxicated and very dis-
ohedient ... threatened to kill the first man
that came to rescue them,™

e

P iras,

Ffun CRAT. Téwm )‘5: ﬁupzrﬂin’}&ﬁ‘;nﬁrn
nnf'!'f’.w"%hy‘} .w.f': f/nA/..M-ﬂfzJ"'ﬂ f.«f
rj:u nt‘fmgff;!?': & el 1":-1:

j:'rr #'-r":u.)f’r"r.l"rfﬁ,/
/jf% r.-‘, anﬂh"li /-f

/f%ﬁt‘;ﬂi Ae ﬁfr?f’/utm--ﬂ ..14!‘.-"'1:?1 H!} A mnmz: r"rj é’/ r‘.ﬂ,f/{

,{i—.;;.“y‘ _.-..-':'f.r-.-gfj.a-f r'rrf.i J’annf-d.r" n-r.'{tj
dﬁ?ﬁl l/'.'i"I 5{”# £4 ,-f‘-:u-'t.-i.

&

LA ?t'f oh. 1536 ‘
ﬁ.u} l-"-ur.l’-h. kg,ﬂ"f

— . e ll,l'.". q" {?. 5 ‘_—-l- *;{
] rrv:y o Jf*'.”" |
f‘:.n wa SELEES r:-r-‘ff /(L .f";rs-:-m o Par T ‘,r. ._-"; frff’ sémr:jfn._
\ )ﬁr .-'.'-:I:..li‘un.r'-r'. "(( -"nrffﬂr)‘f-;’-'f’ﬁ f H"lril' "?/d’ "“'"-"' /
ﬁial.’gmfﬂ-ﬂ{! B .-,;-:!ﬁ- .-".r'}g!f-"f;' -I:;t /‘;r_.r_'.j..i:-.ln-.-b r_.rz{-h?
.t’.cf r-r«} Were 24 £ ans, - ,P(r;.f{ fﬁ a‘"’ £ .f"'é'

= = = - -

on
/153': uu frr/%-f A

r' "1-" el N T :'.-'l!:(({-"" g fhEE -"'I'.-I'1l""::::5'_.--"i'-"i"III "'-.
:' .d'-.-an.lrf .-"-tuf,-_:'f{...'r_ )-JL/I-'-.!"' = r"l. oY i "l.-'-'-'ff-f .
-"'IF P, j"‘ [ W Jff-'cr‘uﬁ "F "; b -":.-} -’5";--1::' £ j:?r‘éf!

F '?!E*'..'Frr’

e by ¢/
E'/‘if.l".rfJ a3 ,.-1'.|-'.fi-,-' r%f%'l i?,ﬂp'l'g
5 .(f,_r ru/rrr-qtf,rflj;f T E /‘-r }._l:f"‘.'r.fﬂ

: !.-f['éf,(ﬂf
bt el l’l/?# )ﬁ

AL J'f ",Eﬂ-hn..ﬂ- Y

INustrated whaling journal, 1538, recording a shaps ar rivi] s So Micolao and I‘I!lBI'I Flveer (2 10 M &

14



|}

The bark Wenderer of Mew Bedford on swbing day 1924, Capt. Antong T Edwards and firat mare 1. A, Gomes in loregroand

Phogo O (3 M. 8

Often undesirable American-born sea-

men were left behind and more docile men
were recruited in the Cape Verde Islands leav-
ing the 1.8, Consul the problem of returming
the sensick “greenhorn” or troublesome
gailor.** The whalers frequently took aboard

eacaped slaves and criminal fugitives which
greatly upset the Portuguese authorities. 8
Usually the young men who shipped out were
of the lower classes-darker skinned Cape Ver-
deans. Many times they returned as poor as
they left.

e case of a sperm whale hoisted aboand the Charfes B MWewrpar, Fhodo (8 (0 M5



Whaling itsell was a rieky occupation.
An enraged eighty-five foot whale could
smash a whale boat to kindling, killing the
crew instantly or dumping them into the sea
to be drowned or to be eaten by sharks. Acel-
dents were frequent aboard whaling ships,
and the Cape Verdean “hands™ did not al-
ways escape injury. On one vovage of the

Rark Grephopsid. Mrofe

Grevhound, a whale smashed the third
mate’s boat and broke the leg of the boat-
gteerer, Thomas (Miviera, which had to be
removed after gangrene set in; Seaman
Lopes' ankle was also injured; Steward John
Barros died from drinking bad water; and
Frank Fereira fell twice from alofi receiving o
severe eve injury.
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The mate in charge of one of the whale
boate dropped from the Pedre Varela with a
crew of greenhorns was a black man. “When
we get up "long side the whale those of you out
here for the first time'll want to jump over-
board on the side opposite the whale. Well
don't do 1t] STAY IN THE BOAT!” The mate
steered the frail craff so as to come up behind
the big spermwhale, over the dangerous
flukes (tail) of the whale. In the bow, the boat-
steerer, a Cape Verdean named Antonio,

stood poised with the harpoon, ready to hurl
it. Suddenly the whale spouted a jet of water
and moved to dive, Antonio drove his har-
poon deep into the whale and let out a shout of
“Fagtol” The mate gave a quick command
“Stern All” as all crewmembers pushed hard
on their oars to get away from the whale. The
tail of the whale rose and flukes smacked the
water where the whale boat had been a few
seconda before,

1

“Hailing the case™ uboard the Swebeans. Bemoving the gich oil ladden tisswes Trom the head of the sperm whale. 198, Pl
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The whale surfaced and started to tow
the boat at an incredible speed. Whalemen
came to call this spine chilling experience “a
Nantucket sleigh ride.” Frequently, boats
were overturned as they pulled through the
waves or a man caught his hand in the line
being let out and lost it. The boatsteerer con-
tinuously poured water over the rope to pre-
vent the wood from burning and stood by
with an axe to cut the line if the whale decided
to dive. After a half hour of being towed miles
away from the mother ship, the whale slowed
down and the whale boat gquietly rowed up to
the giant sea monster to hurl the fatal lance.
The whale immediately became enraged
smashing his flukes several times againat the
gurface of the water in order to destroy his
attackers, before he dove again. The mate
directed the erew to look down in the water;
guddenly the enormous head appeared below
the surface a hundred feet from the boat
“Seern Al The crew pushed hard as the boat
jumped back and the whale shot out of the

water directly in front of the skiff, The mate
plunged another lance into him, as they ma-
neuversd the boat out of the whale's path. The
whale made one more attempt to smash the
boat but this time the mate's lance reached
the lungs and the water slowly turned red,*”

After killing the whale came the drudg-
ery. “Of all the ungainly things to tow,” said
one whaleman “a desd sperm whale ia the
worst. You could stick your oar two, three
times into the same hole in the ocean before
making any progrezs,” Then the blubber had
to be stripped off the whale before the sharks
got to it. This was also dangerous work
Antone Fortea of 380 Nicolau aboard the Ath-
lete atepped between the cutting stage and the
whale and lost his leg which ended his whal-
:ing career.® The blubber was then boiled in
large kettles aboard ship. For each whale
killed, the men had totoil for several days cut-
ting, stoking the furnace, covered with the
whale o1l and choked with smoke.

"||.|||'|!l hays :"'-:I""""F the drv wearks aboard the whaler Cadiformie, o WIS Fhors M5 (



'I.'r'f-;l,||:'||_=; wae also monotonous, 1n addi-
tiom to |_':u_'~:j'|_|_r|ﬁir|'-. and rf':ll;-:l'l'-:-.zr: Faor '.’.'F-:'-kF.
even months, no whales would be seen. The
crew would repair the gear and carve scrim
ghaw to pass the time, During the periods of
calm, food and water became foul and fighis
among the crew often broke out because of the
heat, Thers was a near mutiny aboard the
Pedro Varela because of the poor food and
bad water. Captains were reluctant to enter
major porta for fear their crews would desert

them., They often stayved away from home
port several vears, One Cape Verdean who
gpent four montha on a whaler received only
twenty-five dollars for his work as the shoes,
clothes and tobacco supplied to him on the
ghip had been deducted from his pay, The net
earnings per vovoage of foremast hands in
twentv-three vovages made by three repre-
sentative vessels during the yvears 1836-T49
wag $.30.47.%

Mhe Mocho Brito, a Boa Vista scaman, mcading the lines aboard the Ermeering. Previafemee doarmet Phota,



It was not & profession to hold men who
had other alternatives. Young white sailors
awitched to merchant ships or sought their
fortunes ashore after one whaling voyvage
experience, Many Cape Verdean seamen also
losked for work in the expanding textile mills
of New Bedford, but others returned tosea for
there was little racial discrimination aboard
the whalers and a man was recognized for his
ahilities.

By the latter half of the nineteenth
century, anvone who completed his first

| BTy 1, L U
-
"'I"-

a N
—— .ﬂ"r‘;-‘" -

vovage to the satisfaction of the captain had
little difficulty in shipping out asa harpooner
on his second voyage. Harpooners ranked as
officers and it was easy to advance to mate,
pveri  without formal schooling, for o
harpooner who brought in several whales
aafely. Many mates could not write up a log
{indeed, they often could not even speak
English)or navigate with a sextant, but were
given the rating of an officer, such was the
shortage of skilled seamen towards the end of
the whaling cra.
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Fumping vil on the MNew Bedford docks. M Halv o



Manuel Lawrence, captain of the William
(rozier for instance, was recruited at age
thirteen from the island of 3t. Antlo and
worked his way up from cabin boy, Caplain
Valentine Roza, another famous whaler was
also a Cape Verdean boy picked up in Brava
by a Mew Bedford whaler, He learned
navigation from the wife of the master of the
vessel and went on to become master of the
Canton., Toward the end of the whaling
industry Cape Verdeans made up the
majority of the crew on most New Bedford
whalers. Twenty-gix of the thirty-three
crewmembers aboard the Worning Star were
Cape Verdean, twenty-one out of thirty-three
om the Senbeam, twenty out of thirty-four
aboard the Josephine, and fifteen out of
sixteen aboard the Adefic Chase.

There were great rivalries between the
whaling ships. There were often races
between the ships to reach the whaling

grounds first. Once as one of the whale boats
of the Hicks was pulling up to a whale, the
harpooner of the Grozier, Claud Oliviera
threw his harpoon forty-two feet to strike the
whale first. There was a dispute over the
}vha]e, but all agreed it was a remarkable
eat.

The' Cape Verdeans were universally
regarded as “hardworking, honest seamen.,”™
When all others abandoned the old sailing
ships, the Cape Verdeans bought the decrepit
vessels out of their earnings as seamen and
kept patching them up with loving care.
Eventually, they came to own almost all that
remained of the New Bedford fleet, either by
purchase or by default. In some cases, they
received the ships as outright gifts and
“gailed them all over the earth with their own
crews and made a modest profit by whaling
in the old and tried manner.”
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Workmen abcard the Seoreleeger, 104 Pireerge ©L 20 HON,



Theophilus Freitas of Sflo Nicolauw was
captain of the Pedro Varela for her last
vovage in 1918. He was also mate on the
Charles W. Morgan which frequently stopped
in Cape Verde for provisions and seamen and
now remaing preserved in the Mystic,
Connecticut, seaport. Other Cape Verdean
whaling captains of courage and
perserverance included Teofile Gonzalez of
Brava, Luis Oliveira, José Senna, Julio
Fernandez, and José Perry. Joseph Gomes
wrote an  autobiography of his whaling
adventures, Capfain Joe, in 15960,

Whaleman Valentine Fermino of Sflo
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Crew members of the burk Wanderer pose in front of the wreek ol their ship on August 26, 1924, Fhaere cowntesy Joli
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Mieolau who went to sen at age 14 and came to
Amerien on the Provincetown whaler Ellen
F. Swift died recently at the age of 93 in New
Bedford,™ Boatsteerer Joaquim “Jack” Pina
who shipped-out in 1900 on the schooner
Adelia Chase and “never lost 8 whale™ lived
to be almost 101.* A few Cape Verdean
whalers are still around to thrill voung people
with their tales — Joagquim Almeida of Mew
Bedford and harpooner José Daluz in MNew
York, who still has a big barrel chest and
w]-;e::rs that even now he could stop any
whale.




